.

(A

PRODUCTIVE
ALTERNATIVES

DIVERSE SERVICES - VIABLE WORKFORCE
INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS

Pages & Faces of Success

February, 2010 Edition



From the President’s Desk

Steve Skauge, Productive Alternatives, Inc.

During the past year, Productive Alternatives celebrated our 50" Anniversary of operation. It was a year
of examining our history, celebrating our present, and looking toward our future.

Our Agency was formed by persons with an idealistic perspective. As they looked at the lifestyles of the persons who were living
in the Fergus Falls State Hospital, they realized that a more normal life would need to include, among other things, an opportunity
for real, paid work. The origins of Productive Alternatives were a result of the efforts of those persons to bring that idea to reality.

As our Agency grew and changed over the years, so did the expectations of what our services should be. More types of work,
better pay for work, more community-based work, and services beyond Otter Tail County became realities as a result of people’s
expanded views. We accomplished these things in an effort to not only do a better job of meeting people’s needs, but to strengthen
our Agency.

Over the last few years, we have expanded our Agency’s services to go beyond the traditional vocational programs to offer public
transit, detox, and mental health services. We have started these services to meet public need, certainly, but also to find some
diversity in our funding streams. As public expectations of our services grow, but public financial support dwindles, we have
managed to stay fiscally solvent by expanding our program offerings. We continue to look for expansion opportunities in our
future, as a means of continuing to support our historical programs as they become less and less able to support themselves.

As we look to the immediate future, we see continuing demand for our services, and increasing quality expectations.
Unfortunately, we seem to have become less willing as a society to support the true cost of providing these services. Our long-
range future will depend on our ability to continue to expand our service offerings to generate new revenue, while maintaining an
acceptable level of quality in our historical programs. This will make the next 50 years no doubt even more interesting than the
past 50.

Thank you for your support and cooperation in helping the people we serve succeed.

Main Office/ Rehab/Production/VVocational DAC
1205 N. Tower Road

Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Tel-218-998-5630/Fax-218-736-2541
Website-www.paiff.org
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Branches-
302 S. Kenwood Street
Alexandria, MN 56308

715 N. 11'" St. Suite 201
Moorhead, MN 56560

Transit Alternatives
1225 N. Tower Road

Tel-320-763-4101

213 NW 4'" Street
Brainerd, MN 56401
Tel- 218-825-8148
Detox

1017 N. Tower Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Tel-218-998-4387

Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Toll Free-866-998-3002
Willows
1011 N. Tower Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
218-998-2801
1107 8" St NW
Little Falls, MN 56345
Tel- 320-632-9291

Tel- 218-291-5866
DT&H 421 E. Jackson St
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361
Tel-218-338-2691
DT&H/Thrifty Alternatives
802 Jenny Ave.
Perham, MN 56573
Tel-218-346-2131
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Dear Friends of Productive Alternatives;

For over 50 years, Productive Alternatives has had the honor and privilege to provide human
service programs to thousands of individuals with disabilities in Central and West Central
Minnesota. Our budget has grown to over $9,000,000 with a staff of over 200. Productive
Alternatives continues to strive to make a difference in the lives of persons with disabilities and
create opportunities for individuals to become contributing members of our communities.

The financial future of the services we provide continues to receive severe cuts as our Nations’
economy strives to rebound. The services we provide are made possible through several of these
funding sources that have been decreased or cut. Productive Alternatives has established a
Development Fund to create a permanent foundation that would address the additional and
evolving disability services needs in Alexandria, Brainerd, Fergus Falls, Little Falls, Moorhead,
Parkers Prairie and Perham.

We ask that you please invest in the future by helping to continue and enhance opportunities for
the people served through Productive Alternatives, Inc. programs. Your gift to Productive
Alternatives is tax deductible and PAI will accept donations via Visa, Master card, personal
check, call us at 218-998-5630 and make a donation by telephone or online at www.paiff.org .
Members of the Fund Development group are also available to speak with individuals, groups
and/or organizations about intended/potential donations. For more information contact Steve
Skauge, PA President at 218-998-5630 or email at steves@paiff.org or Judy Hemmerlin, Fund
Development/Community Relations at 218-338-2691 or email at judyh@paiff.org

It is with great pride and sincere determination that Productive Alternatives Inc. will continue to
provide person-focused service options, which promote quality of life, foster personal growth
and enhance career opportunities. Thank you very much for assisting us in our endeavor.

Sincerely,
JUDY HEMMERLIN

Community Relations Director
Productive Alternatives, Inc.


http://www.paiff.org/
mailto:steves@paiff.org
mailto:judyh@paiff.org

Celebrations of Success
How does an agency as large as Productive Alternatives
celebrate 50 years of successful operation? With teamwork
and cooperation, committee members from the branches to
make the plan, add more staff with hidden talents to build
an agency scrapbook, bring in technical know-how to put
together a historical DVD, host an Open House in every
branch, appear in area Festivals and Parades, host the 3rd
Annual Softball Tournament (Anniversary Edition) and
Raffle off an Ice Castle Fish House, raising record breaking
funds, bring together associates, staff and friends to
celebrate with a Gala filled with presentations to Employers
and friends, hold a silent auction with incredible items
donated from Twins, Vikings, Wilds, Beetles,
and local businesses such as Tastefully Simple and many
more, enjoy great company, a fantastic dinner and
wonderful musical entertainment by Jonathan Moeller to top
off the evening. But wait... that was not the culmination of
the 50th Anniversary year! The Annual Consumer of the
Year Banquet was the crowning point of the yearlong
celebration of successes. The coming together of each of
Productive Alternatives branches, staff, family and friends
and honoring consumers for their outstanding work and
success. Now that was the end to a wonderful year.
Frankly, these consumers are the reason that PA has had
50 years of success and accomplishment. Those smiling
faces filled with pride are what it is all about. Thank you to
all that had a part in the year’s events and successes!

Thanks for the memories... now on to
the next 50 years!
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(Good News Great Happenng

PA has been notified they have been awarded an
$845,000 (ARRA) Stimulus Grant. It will be used for
enhancements to the facilities in Fergus Falls including a
Wind Generator and building additions/remodels. The
projects will add significantly to the energy usage, but
will provide cost savings for us as well. The projects
will be 100% paid for by the grant.

Transit Alternatives received a grant to provide public
transit in rural Clay County and oversee the entire
operations of the program. We are pleased to announce
that a bus has been awarded to Transit Alternatives
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
Daryn Toso has been named Administrator of the
Transit Alternatives operations.

Bob Johnson was elected to the position of District
Director of the MN Human Rights Commission. He will
represent the Second District, which includes Bemidji,
Crow Wing, Fergus Falls, Moorhead, Morris,
Paynesville and St. Cloud. The League’s governing
body consists of thirteen districts in Minnesota.

PA is now purchasing its Company clothing in the PA
Company store through Landsend. Hundreds of items
are available to purchase either on line at
ces.landsend.com/ProductiveAlternativesinc , by catalog
or by ordering over the phone. The clothes maybe
ordered with the PA logo. Staff and Consumers are
welcome to order from this site at their convenience.

Productive Alternatives is now on line with

it is a way that will help us reach new supporters,
connect to all ages of supporters and inform them about
our issues. We are now also affiliated with the MN
Charities Review Council. Please feel free to check us
out on the web. Thank you for Clicking & Contributing!

Parkers PA held a Pre School Supply drive and
partnered with the community to donate several boxes of
supplies to District #547. The last week in January
consumers and staff held a “Fill the Jar” collection for
the Red Cross Haiti Relief and raised $ 202.05.



Employee Recognition-Years of Service Awards
Congratulations to the following Productive Alternatives Staff Members who have attained these milestones!

25 Years

° Judy Hemmerlin-Parkers Prairie
20 Years

° Ellen Lohmeyer-Fergus Falls

. Lynette Holtberg-Alexandria
15 Years

° Michele Benda-Fergus Falls
10 Years

° Tina Soland-Fergus Falls

. Debra Jorgenson-Fergus Falls

° Steve Skauge-Fergus Falls

° Branda Kassulker-Brainerd
5 Years

. Bernice Schienbein-Brainerd

° Dusti Borg-Brainerd

. Darcy Sorenson-Fergus Falls
3 Years

. Kitty Davis-Fergus Falls

° Gary Denbrook-Fergus Falls

. Carla Bettin-Parkers Prairie

. Nancy Brandborg-Perham
Ronald Bjelland-Perham
Cheri Simmons-Moorhead
James Bistrum-Perham
Chad Bartholomew-Alexandria
Rebecca Fronning-Fergus Falls
Frank Anderson-Moorhead
Renee Hegg-Little Falls
Tim Golden-Fergus Falls

3 Years continued...
e  Anita Jepson-Fergus Falls
. Glen Freudenberg-Parkers Prairie
o Dale Shorr-Perham
° Steven Richards-Fergus Falls
. Kathryn Rasmussen-Fergus Falls

. Carol Donley-Fergus Falls

. Melissa Differding-Fergus Falls
° Roger Skramstad-Alexandria
° Elizabeth Nelson-Fergus Falls
° James Zultowski-Fergus Falls
. Corrine Bennett-Moorhead
Kari Lauthen-Fergus Falls
Diane Schauff-Fergus Falls
Deb Lorey-Little Falls

Doris Illies-Little Falls

Robert Higgins-Fergus Falls
Peggy Daniels-Perham

Jacob Ost-Parkers Prairie
Sally Hansen-Little Falls
Patrisha Arneson-Fergus Falls
Lawerence Karels-Moorhead
Vernon Krile-Moorhead
Patrick Moch-Moorhead
Brenda Weibrenner-Moorhead
Al Bosch-Moorhead

Paul Shields-Moorhead

A sincere thank you to the following individuals/organizations that have donated to Productive Alternatives. Your

support is greatly appreciated!
Tastefully Simple-Alexandria

Joy From the Heart-Lake Elmo

Minnesota Vikings

Hemmerlin Construction-Parkers Prairie
Hair Razors-Parkers Prairie

Minnesota Timberwolves

Minnesota Twins

Minnesota Wilds

The Beetles-Alexandria

VFW Auxiliary-Parkers Prairie

Esther Lutheran Church-Parkers Prairie
Immmnanuel Lutheran Church Ladies-Parkers Prairie
Effington Township-Parkers Prairie

Tara Bitzan-giveMN.org (In honor of sister Tracy)
Our Redeemer Lutheran-Pelican Rapids
Knights of Columbus-Millerville

Elaine Canton-Edina (In Memory of Delman Mastrud)
Dicks Standard-Parkers Prairie

Doug & Denise Reigle-West Bend, Wis.

Koep Brothers Construction-Parkers Prairie
Micheal Arvidson-Parkers Prairie

Mid Minnesota Heating & Air

Miltona Electric-Parkers Prairie

Miltona Outpost

Sportsmen Club-Parkers Prairie

Trumm Drug

Urbank Bait-Phil & Kathy Koep

Urbank Machine-Parkers Prairie

Water Doctor-Alexandria

JD Locating, Inc.-Parkers Prairie

Jody’s Family Hair-Parkers Prairie

Klimek Brothers Construction-Parkers Prairie
Tom & Bev Lorine-Clitherall

Martha Hussain-Colorado ( In Honor of brother Andy Struthers)
Cal Larson-Fergus Falls

John & Vicki Schauland-Parkers Prairie (In Memory of sister Ruth
Schauland)

Corries Sanitation-Carlos

Dennis & Maxine Klimek-Parkers Prairie (In honor of Andy Struthers)
Sheldon Struthers-Blaine (In honor of brother Andy Struthers)
Memorials given in memory of:

Robert LaMere, Jane Koep, Orrel Kalpin, Merlin Hollatz-Parkers
Pauls Small Engine-Alexandria

ACS-Perham/Parkers Prairie

Leaf Valley Toms/Hot Hens

Lions Clubs-Parkers Prairie, Urbank, Miltona Pride of Lions-PP
Bettin Pest Control-Parkers Prairie

Bitzan Machine-Millerville

Bremer Bank-Alexandria

Otter Tail Power-Fergus Falls

Sportsman’s Choice Taxidermy & Lumberjacks-Parkers Prairie
Carla Bettin-Parkers Prairie

Castle Builders-Forada

Pro Ag-Parkers Prairie

Gate City Bank-Alexandria

Glen & Bonnie Freudenberg-Parkers Prairie

Greg Springer-Parkers Prairie

RK'’s Prairie Café-Parkers Prairie

Sammy’s One Stop-Parkers Prairie

Scott Korkowski-Parkers Prairie

Shircliff Construction-Parkers Prairie

Shorty & Joyce Revering-Parkers Prairie

Klimek Brothers Well Drilling-Alexandria

Ameriprise Financial-Parkers Prairie

Floors R Us-Parkers Prairie

Fortwengler Electric-Parkers Prairie

Hilltop Lumber-Parkers Prairie

Oakhill Seed-Henning

Pete & Amber Lauthen

Prairie Archery

Spruce Center Bait

West Central Roll Offs-Vining





